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riATIONAL  POULTRY  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 
AND  AUXILIARY  PROVISIONS 

Proposed  Miscellaneous  Changes 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  under  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  procedure  provisions  of  5 
U.S.C.  553,  that  the  Departm^t  of  Agri¬ 
culture  has  under  consideration  proposed 
amendments  of  the  National  Poultry  Im¬ 
provement  Plan  and  Auxiliary  Provisions 
recommended  by  the  General  Conference 
Committee,  National  Poultry  Improve¬ 
ment  Plan  at  their  September  9-10,  1975 
meeting,  and  that  pursuant  to  section 
101(b)  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Organic  Act  of  1944,  as  amended  (7 
U.S.C.  429) ,  it  is  proposed  to  revise  Parts 
445  and  447  of  Title  9,  Chapter  IV,  Sub¬ 
chapter  A,  Code  of  F^eral  Regulations, 
to  incorporate  such  recommended 
amendments  and  to  make  incidental 
changes  for  clarity  and  consistency. 

These  proposed  amendments  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  voluntary  “U.S.  Salmo¬ 
nella  Controlled”  program  for  turkey 
breeding  flocks.  They  would  amend  the 
criteria  for  the  program  to  provide  mon¬ 
itoring  techniques  to  measure  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  sanitation  practices  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  turkey  breeder  and 
hatcheryman. 

Parts  445  and  447  would  be  amended  in 
the  following  respects; 

1.  Section  445.1  would  be  amended  by 
adding  new  paragraphs  (cc)  and  (dd) 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  445.1  Definitions. 

*  •  *  •  • 

(cc)  Salmonella.  Any  of  the  species  of 
the  bacteria  belcmging  to  the  Salmonella 
genus. 

(dd)  Colon  bacilli.  For  the  purpose  of 
this  chapter,  those  orgsmisms  which  are 
gram  negative,  non  spore-forming  ba¬ 
cilli,  which  ferment  lactose  with  gas  for¬ 
mation,  and  serve  as  an  index  of  fecal 
contamination. 

2.  Section  445.10(f)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  445.10  Terminology  and  classification ; 
flocks,  products,  and  States. 

•  *  *  •  • 

(f)  U.S.  Salmonella  Monitored — (see 
§  445.43(f).) 


Figure  7 
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3.  Section  445.48(f)  would  be  revised 
to  read  as  follows: 

§  445.43  Terminology  and  classification. 

•  •  •  •  * 

(f)  U.S.  Salmonella  Monitored.  (1)  A 
^flock  meeting  the  following  manage¬ 
ment,  premises,  and  egg  sanitation  re¬ 
quirements  as  determined  by  the  Official 
State  Agency  and  the  Service. 

(i)  (a)  The  flock  is  maintained  in 
compliance  with  the  appropriate  para¬ 
graphs  found  in  §  447.21  of  this  chapter 
as  determined  by  the  Official  State 
Agency. 

(b)  Hatching  eggs  will  be  handled  as 
described  in  §  447.22  of  this  chapter  and 
fumigated  on  the  farm,  as  described  in 
§  447.25  (a)  of  this  chapter:  Provided, 
That  alternative  sanitizing  procedures 
may  be  used  with  the  approval  of  the 
Official  State  Agency  in  each  specific  in¬ 
stance  and  with  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  Service  in  the  policy  adopted  by 
the  Official  State  Agency.  Approval  of 
alternative  sanitizing  procedures  will  not 
be  considered  an  indication  of  their  rela¬ 
tive  effectiveness. 

(ii)  Cloacal  swabs  or  environmental 
samples  will  be  collected  by  a  State  In¬ 
spector  or  Authorized  Agent  from  each 
tom  and  hen  flock  between  16  and  32 
weeks  of  age,  as  described  in  §  447.12  (ff 
this  chapter.  These  samples  will  be  cul¬ 
tured  for  Salmonella  organisms  by  an 
authorized  laboratory.  If  Salmonella  is 
isolated,  the  State  Inspector  will  con¬ 
duct,  at  the  onset  of  egg  production,  an 
inspection  of  the  breeding  flock  premises, 
egg  handling  and  sanitation  facilities, 
and  management  practices  in  order  to 
determine  if  adequate  sanitation  prac¬ 
tices  exist,  and  will  review  his  flndings 
with  the  participant  or  his  designated 
representative. 

(iii)  The  flock,  flock  premises,  and  egg 
handling  and  sanitation  facilities  and 
procedmres  will  be  inspected  by  a  State 
Inspector  twice  during  the  egg  produc¬ 
tion  season  for  compliance  with  sanita¬ 
tion  requirements.  At  each  visit,  the 
shells  of  120  sanitized,  cased,  hatching 
eggs  will  be  swabbed,  and  the  swabs 
bacteriologically  examined  for  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  colon  bacilli  as  described  in 
§  447.13  of  this  chapter  and  none  found: 
Provided,  That  if  the  tests  indicate  the 
miesence  of  a  colon  bacillL  the  Official 
State  Agency  shall  inunediately  contact 
the  participant  to  report  the  flndings  and 
to  Inform  him  that  corrective  measmes 
are  required  within  48  hom^.  Effective¬ 
ness  of  corrective  measures  will  be  evalu¬ 
ated  by  a  series  of  tests  of  sanitized  eggs 
conducted  by  a  State  Inspector  as  de¬ 
served  above.  The  flrst  test  of  the  series 
should  be  made  within  5  days  of  finding 
ttie  positive  sample,  and  may  be  made 
from  eggs  in  the  breeding  flock’s  egg 
room  or  at  the  hatchery.  Subsequent  tests 
will  be  at  5  day  intervals  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  imtll  two  consecutive  negative  tests 
are  obtained. 

(2)  This  classiflcation  may  be  revoked 
by  the  Official  State  Agency,  if  the  par¬ 
ticipant  fails  to  follow  recommended  cor¬ 
rective  measures. 


4.  Sul^iart  B  would  be  amended  by 
adding  a  new  §  447.13  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec. 

447.1S  Procedure  for  bacteriological  cultur¬ 
ing  of  eggshells  for  colon  bacilli 
organisms. 

5.  Part  447,  Subpart  B,  would  be 
amended  by  adding  a  new  §  447.13  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  447.13  Procedure  for  bacteriological 
cultiiringof  eggshells  for  colon  bacilli 
organienas. 

Proper  precautions  to  avoid  environ¬ 
mental  contamination  of  the  samples 
during  the  collection  and  laboratory 
process,  and  proper  handling  of  the  sam¬ 
ples  following  collection  are  essential. 
Each  State  Inspector  involved  in  egg¬ 
shell  culture  activities  must  receive  in¬ 
struction  in  the  necessary  sanitation  pro¬ 
cedures,  sampling  procedmres,  and  sam¬ 
ple  handling  by  the  authorized  labora¬ 
tory  involved.  The  Official  State  Agency 
will  maintain  a  record  showing  that  the 
required  Instruction  was  given  to  each 
State  Inspector. 

(a)  Sample  selection.  Forty  (40)  eggs 
in  the  top  flats  of  each  of  three  ran¬ 
domly  selected  cases  of  sanitized  eggs 
frmn  each  flock  will  be  utilized  for  each 
sampling. 

(b)  Swab  procedure.  A  2.5  centimeter 
diameter  circular  area  of  the  large  end 
of  each  <rf  the  eggs  will  be  rubbed  with  a 
sterile  swab  previously  moistened  with 
sterile  lactose  broth,  or  other  suitable 
liquid  media  provided  by  the  authorized 
laboratory.  One  swab  will  be  used  for 
five  eggs,  and  four  swabs  will  be  pooled 
to  each  sterile,  capped  tube  provided  by 
the  authorized  laboratory, 

(1)  Prom  the  tube  containing  fomr 
swabs  and  lactose  broth  or  oth^  suitable 
media,  1  ml.  will  be  transferred  to  10  ml. 
lactose  in  a  fermentation  tube. 

(2)  Iticubate  at  37'C  for  48  hours.  The 
presence  of  acid,  and  gas  in  the  amount 
of  10  percent  or  more  after  24  and  48 
hours  of  incubation,  provides  a  presmnp- 
ttve  conclusion  of  the  presence  of  colon 
bacilli  organisms. 

6.  Section  447.21  would  be  amended  by 
adding  a  new  paragraph  (i)  to  read  as 
fbDows: 

S  447.21  Flock  sanitation. 

•  •  •  •  * 

(1)  Feed,  pelleted  by  heat  process, 
should  be  fed  to  all  age  groups.  Proper 
feed  pdleting  procedures  can  destroy 
many  disease  producing  organisms  con¬ 
taminating  fee^tuffs. 

7.  Section  447'.22  would  be  amended  by 
revising  paragraphs  (d)  and  (e)  and 
adding  paragraphs  (f)  and  (g)  as 
follows: 

§  447.22  Hatching  egg  sanitation. 

•  •  •  •  * 

(d)  Egg  handlers  should  thoroughly 
wash  their  hands  with  soap  and  water 
and  change  to  clean  outer  garments  prior 
to  handling  the  sanitized  eggs.  Sanitized 
eggs  should  be  immediately  removed 
from  the  cleaning  and  grading  area  and 
preferably  removed  to  a  separate  clean 
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and  sanitized  room.  A  wall-installed  fu¬ 
migation  cabinet  (or  authorized  sani¬ 
tizing  equipment)  through  which  eggs 
can  be  paired  from  the  receiving  and 
cleaning  area  to  the  sanitary  packing  and 
storage  areas  is  a  good  practice. 

(e)  The  sanitized  eggs  should  be 
placed  in  new  flats  or  sanitized  reuseable 
flats  or  racks.  New  or  clean,  fumigated, 
used  cases  should  be  utilized  for  packing. 
Proper  temperature  and  hiunidity  in  the 
egg  cleaning,  packing,  and  storage  areas 
should  be  maintained.  Eggs  should  be 
stored  no  longer  than  necessary  before 
setting. 

(f)  The  entire  egg  processing  area 
should  be  cleaned  and  sanitized  daily  on 
a  routine  basis;  dust,  insects,  feathers, 
and  other  airborne  debris  should  be  effec¬ 
tively  controlled  to  prevent  recontamina¬ 
tion  of  sanitized  eggs.  Ink  stamps  and 
pads  shall  be  maintained  in  a  sterile  con¬ 
dition. 


(g)  The  egg  processing  building  or 
area  should  be  designed,  located,  and 
constructed  of  such  materials  as  to  assure 
that  proper  egg  sanitation  procedures 
can  be  carried  out,  and  that  the  building 
itself  can  be  easily,  effectively,  and  rou¬ 
tinely  sanitized.  The  egg  processing  build¬ 
ing  or  area  should  be  considered  part  of 
a  hatchery  and  the  same  construction 
details  and  physical  and  personnel  sani¬ 
tation  requirements  implemented. 

9.  Section  447.25(a)  (1)  would  be  re¬ 
vised  to  read  as  follows : 

§  447.25  Fumigation. 

•  •  «  •  « 

(a)  •  •  • 

(1)  Provide  a  room  or  cabinet  propor¬ 
tionate  to  the  number  of  eggs  to  be  kn¬ 
elled.  The  room  or  cabinet  should  be  air¬ 
tight  and  must  be  equipped  wlUi  a  fan  to 
circulate  the  gas  during  ftunigation  and 
to  expel  it  after  fumigation. 


Any  person  who  wishes  to  submit 
written  data,  views,  or  arguments  con¬ 
cerning  the  proposed  amendments  to 
the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan 
and  Auxiliary  Provisions  may  do  so  by 
filing  them  with  the  Chairman,  Animal 
Physiology  and  (Genetics  Institute,  Bldg. 
161,  BARC-East,  Beltsvllle,  Maryland 
20705  by  January  22, 1976. 

All  written  submissions  made  pur¬ 
suant  to  this  notice  will  be  made  avail¬ 
able  for  public  inspecti(m  at  said  Institute 
at  times  and  in  a  manner  convenient  to 
the  public  business  (7  CFR  1.27(b)). 

Done  at  Washington,  D.C.,  this  15th 
day  of  December  1975. 

T.  W.  EIdhinster, 
Administrator, 

Agricultural  Research  Service. 

[FR  DOC.7&-34361  PUed  ia-l»-75;8:46  mm] 
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